DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS
IN BIG CITIES: 2010-2022

New data from the Big Cities Health Inventory, an open-source platform providing
health metrics for the 35 large U.S. cities that comprise the Big Cities Health Coalition

IN BIG CITIES,
OVERDOSE DEATH
RATES ROSE BY 200%
FROM 2010 TO 2022
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Starting around 2019, an illicit
Substances involved in overdoses synthetic opioid, fentanyl,

became the major driver of

overdoses in big cities. Other

synthetics proliferated and were

Opioids i often combined with fentanyl;

such as the synthetic stimulant
methamphetamine and other
synthetic drugs used in
veterinary medicine.
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Between 2014 -- when large quantities of illicit synthetic opioids were
added to street drug supplies -- and 2022, big cities experienced:

« A 2,800% increase in deaths involving fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 50 times
more potent than morphine

« A 650% increase in deaths involving methamphetamine (meth), a highly
addictive synthetic stimulant

« At least 2,100 deaths involving xylazine (tranq), a synthetic non-opioid
veterinary sedative

For more data on drug overdose deaths in big cities, visit DREXEL UNTVERSITY ' n ]
bigcitieshealthdata.org. Demographic trends in overdoses gﬁ» Urban Hegflth L/ ’_‘ !d‘
can be found in our drug overdose data brief. Collaborative |EeTe
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https://bigcitieshealthdata.org/compare/?city=2&cities=6%2C10%2C36%2C22%2C31&metrics=07-01-15%2C07-01-01&years=%2C&groups=%2C&sort=name%2Cname&geoStrata=
https://www.bigcitieshealth.org/members/
https://bigcitieshealthdata.org/compare/?city=2&cities=1%2C3%2C4%2C5%2C6%2C7%2C8%2C9%2C10%2C11%2C12%2C13%2C14%2C15%2C16%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%2C23%2C24%2C25%2C26%2C27%2C28%2C29%2C30%2C31%2C32%2C33%2C34%2C35%2C36%2C37&metrics=07-01-15&years=2022&groups=&sort=high&geoStrata=
https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/uhc/briefs/BCHC_DrugOverdoseDeaths.ashx?la=en&_gl=1*k9v6q7*_ga*NDgwMTI4MjQuMTY4MjQ0MDM5OQ..*_ga_6KJ1PNLE19*MTY4MjQ0MDM5OC4xLjEuMTY4MjQ0MTMyNC41OC4wLjA
https://drexel.edu/uhc/
https://www.bigcitieshealth.org/

